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“The Ultimate Assurance!”       Text – Romans 8:28-30      HC LD Q/A 27      OT Reading – Psalm 44

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
It wasn’t that long ago that I woke up, popped my head out of the tent, and could look out at Lake Tekapo or the Remarkables or the Crown Range.   And yet, while it was a delight to enjoy those scenes, I knew that it wouldn’t be long before I would be back to opening the curtain to look out upon Camberwell Place!  

Now, don’t get me wrong.  I like Camberwell Place!  Camberwell Place has a beauty of its own and it is a pleasant place to live.  It is home.  It is handy to the shops and the school and the church, etc.  

But Camberwell Place is not the Remarkables.  

And as we have already noted in this sermon series, Romans 8 is one of those places in the Bible that is the equivalent of a place like the Remarkables.  

While the whole Bible is glorious, there are some places in the Bible, like Psalm 23, Psalm 121, the Sermon on the Mount of Matthew 5-7, the High Priestly Prayer of John 17, The attitude of Jesus in Philippians 2, etc, that we go back to again and again because they are just so rich and magnificent. 

And today, it is our privilege to spend more time up on top of the Remarkables of Chapter 8.

And Paul continues here to address the subject of eternal security.  
You see, the Bible speaks about the hope of the resurrection and the new heavens and the new earth.  But all around me I see ruin and misery and sin.  There is suffering, everywhere.  So is this hope for a heavenly future worthwhile or foolish?

And brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, this is not some irrelevant theological question for seminary professors to debate.  This issue affects you and me each day.  

· Sooner of later, death awaits every one of us.  Then what?
· Some of us are in the midst of great hardship and trials, right now.  
· Doubt is something real that believers encounter from time to time.  
· The ex-Prime-minister of Great Britain, Tony Blair, said this week that the wars of this century will be fought on the basis of religion.  That is already the case in places like Syria, Libya, Iraq, Lebanon, Egypt, Tunisia and Pakistan.  And the world will become increasingly unprepared to allow anyone to preach what they see as exclusivism and intolerance.  Christians who continue to preach that salvation is through Jesus alone and hell and that homosexuality is sinful and that God created the world in six days can expect to face increased persecution and suffering.
· But what is the issue which consumes so much space in the news these days?  The environment.  We are being told this about the environment and that about the environment.  And it is we, especially in the West, who are environment abusers.  So we must do this and stop doing that and pay this tax to repair and care for the environment.  Well, if this environment is all there is, of course you will be consumed by the care of the environment.  And that is not to say that Christians don’t care about the environment.  We are commanded to do so by God.  But is our hope, ultimately, in the CO2 levels of the earth’s atmosphere?  Does our salvation come from rain forests?    
These are the kinds of things that are influenced and affected by this part of scripture.  
So, as an assurance that our hope is worthwhile, we are given an insight into the very will of God.  
In v27, we have been told that the Holy Spirit helps us to pray and that He intercedes for us “in accordance with God’s will.”  So now, with vv28-30, as the ultimate assurance, we are told what God’s will for us is!  The eternal God tells us His eternal plan!  
And we see that His plan for believers is unstoppable!  
And we will approach these very interconnected verses in this way: In v29 we see God’s plan, in v30 we see the unfolding of God’s plan, and in v28 we see the comfort of God’s plan.  
So let’s consider, firstly, God’s plan in v29.

“For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
1. Now, there are some words and ideas there that we can unpack a little, but let’s see the 
      big picture first.  What this verse is saying is that Of all the human beings that will ever live, God has chosen some to be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever.  Let me repeat that.  That is God’s plan for believers – that they will be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever.  
a. And when did God formulate this plan?  Well, Ephesians 1:4 tells us: “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world.”
i. Perhaps the most basic questions that everyone asks, at one time or another, are: Why is there an earth?  Why does the universe exist?  Why are there human beings?  Is there someone out there?  Is there life after death?
ii. There are philosophers and professors who spend there whole lives thinking about these questions and who, sadly, come up with the most foolish and empty answers possible.   
iii. But boys and girls, you know the answer to these questions, because it’s here in the Bible!  There is an earth and a universe and human beings because God wants some people to be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever!  
iv. And if you believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, you may make it very personal – God made me to be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever!  That is why I exist!  
A. I think we should say those words together: God made me to be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever!  
2. Well, let’s look a little closer at some of the words and ideas in this remarkable verse.  
a. And that first word, “those,” immediately indicates that not every single human being is in view here but certain human beings.  The doctrine of election is in view here.  
i. And we have spoken about this already in Romans and we shall do so again in ch. 9.  The Bible is clear, God has chosen some to salvation.  
A. And this is not an easy doctrine to grasp.  But if we know that God has forgiven us in Jesus our chief difficulty should be: Why, O Lord, did you choose me?  For I am so unworthy.  And when we meditate on how undeserving we are of God’s grace, it leads to a life of humility, obedience and thankfulness
1) So, God chooses some to salvation.

b. “Those God foreknew.”  And foreknow means to know before hand.  To know ahead of time.  And with God this is not just a knowledge about something in the future; it is a knowledge that brings that thing to pass.
i. And we have to understand this in a personal sense.  Before the creation of the world, God did not choose 10 trillion people, or how ever great the number of His elect is, to be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever.  No, God chose you, God knew you before you were created.  
A. And this foreknowledge means that you will be born on this date, to these parents, in this place, having brown hair and green eyes and some crooked teeth, and with your personality, and that you will marry this person and experience this loss and this illness and die on this date.  Before you existed, God foreknew you as a precious individual.
c. And “those God foreknew He “predestined.”   And understand here that with God it is not, I will foreknow this person.  Hmmm.  Now what?  I know, I shall predestine them.  No.  We can distinguish between foreknowledge and predestination, because The Spirit has done so in the Bible, but they are an organic whole, if you will, in the mind of God.  Predestine then is about your destiny after this life.  Before the creation of the world, God chose your destiny as heaven.  He chose you to be one who would be like Jesus and with Jesus forever.  
i. And that choice of destination includes within it the means to bring it about.  And so, He appointed the time that you would hear the gospel of the forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ.  He determined that the Holy Spirit would be in your heart so that when you heard the gospel you would understand it and believe it.  And He decreed that from that moment on, the Spirit would shape you to become more and more like Jesus until, in heaven, you were glorified as He is glorified.


d. Now, before we move on to the unfolding of this plan in v30, let’s note one important truth about this whole section.  The emphasis, and the exclusive emphasis, in these verses is upon the work of God.  
i. Who is the one that does the glorifying in v30?  God.  It is not something that He and I do together.  It is all God.  It is all His work in me.  And who is that justifies in v30?  God.  Who is it that calls in v30?  God.  Who is it that predestines in v29?  God.  
A. So don’t anyone dare say that there is room in the foreknowing of v29 for man and his work.  For many do, you see.  Many think that God’s foreknowledge is simply God knowing before hand that I will choose to believe in Jesus.  So He looks into the future, He sees my choice for Jesus, and He makes that the basis for predestining me to heaven.  But what then is the ultimate basis of my assurance of salvation?  Me.  
B. But what is the whole thrust of the gospel here in Romans?  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  The work of the Triune God to save His people.  
1) For God is all powerful.  God is all knowing.  God is unchanging.  Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today, and forever.  
2) It is God who foreknows me and predestines me.  It is God who brings me to faith in Jesus Christ.  And it is God who will make me like Jesus and with Jesus, forever.  
Now, a whole lot has been said about election and predestination and God bringing to faith.  So I have to be crystal clear about the message of the gospel to you today.  
If you have told just one lie or stolen the smallest of things or lost your temper for even a moment, you are a sinner who deserves the eternal judgment of God.  But God says, If you believe in my Son, Jesus, for the forgiveness of your sins, you shall live with Him in heaven forever.  
And you cannot now hide behind objections about election and predestination.  You have heard the truth.  You must believe.  Choose Jesus and you shall be saved.  Reject Jesus and you shall be condemned.  
But God’s plan for believers is that they will be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever.  But secondly, we see in v30, how God’s plan is unfolded.  

1. And we have spoken about this verse not all that long ago in connection with a Canons of Dort sermon.  It has been described as the Golden Chain of Salvation, for each part of it is linked to the other and it cannot be broken.  
a. It has as its object the believer.  So, God foreknows you.  And because God foreknows you, God predestines you.  
i. And as we said earlier, these two things include within them the means to bring your eternal destiny about.  It is not that God foreknows and must then sit back and just hope that it all comes to pass.  
A. God is not some cosmic fisherman who dangles the fishing hook of salvation in the sea of humanity hoping that some might latch on.  No, that is not the sovereign God of the Bible.  
1) Having foreknown you and predestined you in eternity past, He works salvation in all those He has chosen by calling them and justifying them and glorifying them.  
2. And the call spoken of here is what we call the effectual call.  
a. Matthew 22:14 says, “Many are called, but few are chosen.”  You see, there is also what we describe as the general call.  
i. I can go to Hornby Mall and read John 3:16 out to hundreds of people.  And they would have then heard the general call of the gospel.  That goes out to many every time God’s Word is read.

ii. But it is only when God accompanies the general call of the gospel with the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the hearer that the call is effectual – that there is a response of faith.  
iii. So, those whom God foreknew, He calls by the Word and Spirit; He brings to faith in Jesus Christ.
3. And these He justifies.  
a. As we heard last Sunday evening from Rev. DeVries, He puts the guilt of your sin on Jesus and He takes of the perfect righteousness of Jesus and gives that to you.  
i. And so, in God’s eyes, you are one who has never sinned and who is a perfect commandment keeper.
4. And these He glorifies.  And to be glorified means to have a resurrected and sinless body and to rule in heaven with Jesus.  
a. Isn’t that an incredible thing to think about?  One day, I will have a resurrected and sinless body and I will rule with Jesus in heaven!

5. And we must note one very important truth about this golden chain before we return to the present help of v28.  And that is that each of these works of God in the believer are spoken of here in the past tense, including being glorified.  
a. It is not, we have been foreknown and predestined and called and justified so we may be sure that one day soon we will be glorified, even though that is true.  
i. What is yet to happen in eternity future is spoken about here as already accomplished.  God is sovereign.  God is unchangeable.  God is omnipotent – all powerful.  And so, because it is God’s plan, it is certain; it is as good as already done!  What is yet to happen to you and me, God can put in the past tense!
So, we have been told of God’s plan from before the creation of the world and we have been told that God’s promise for eternity future is certain.  Can you see then how these wonderful truths feed into the comfort of v28?
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
You see, v28 is often thrown out, with every good intention, as a kind of band aid that covers every wound.  This injury?  This illness?  This accident?  It is OK because God causes all things to work of the good of those who love Him!  Good will come out of this.  So cheer up!
And while there is wonderful truth in that, the truth here is much richer and deeper than that!  Look at v26, “We do not know what to pray for…”

· Messy situations of life.  Tricky to dissect.  What do I pray for?  What do I do?  What do I say?  
· But God has given us His Holy Spirit.  And His Holy Spirit reveals to us God’s will and helps us with our prayers.  So when we are unsure and we are troubled and we are vexed, in v28 we are reminded about what we do know: “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
We do know that God is working for the good of all those that love Him.  God is busy directing the events and circumstances of your life for your good.  And in case you are doubting that, here it is in black and white!  
And in case you doubt whether that is so in this situation because it is so painful and so hard to bear with, and you just don’t know if there is light at the end of the tunnel, He tells you “ALL THINGS.”  He is working ALL things for your good.  

And in those times where it feels like the hand of God is pressed down on you and that He is the one who has brought this trial into your life, you are probably right.  Hebrews 12:6 says, “The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." [and His discipline] produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
And how could it be otherwise?  If God has foreknown you and predestined you and called you and justified you, and, in His eyes, glorified you, do you think that He is not involved in or has no interest in your rebellious child?  Or your constant pain?  Or your business problems?  Or your marriage issues?  Or the bullying at school?  Or the abuse you suffered? Or the financial hardship you are in?  
He has created a universe so that you might be born and one day be like Jesus and live with Jesus, forever.  He is at work in your trouble, also, believer.
Well the only question left to ask, then, is do you know this?
Can you stand with Paul and Christians everywhere and say, “We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”
Can you say, “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I’ve entrusted unto Him against that day”?
Can you say, “I will, one day, be like Jesus and with Jesus, forever”?

May it be so.  Amen.
